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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 05689 261654Z 
61 

ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO OIC-04 AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 NEA-10 

RSC-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 NSAE-00 

SIL-01 L-03 DRC-01 /124W 

088189 

R 261640Z OCT 73 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2260 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS GENEVA 5689 

PASS COMMERCE AND LABOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG ILO 

REF: GENEVA 5422 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR CALLED ON CHARGE MORNING OF OCTOBER 26 TO 
ANNOUNCE GOF DECISION TO SUPPORT CANDIDACY OF DDG FRANCIS BLANCHARD. 
HE TOLD CHARE THAT HIS INSTRUCTIONS ARRIVED FROM PARIS EVENING 

OF OCTOBER 25 AND HE IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPTED TO CONVEY INFORMATION 
TO GB CHAIRMAN MUNOZ-LEDO, BUT IN HIS ABSENCE, INFORMED MEXICAN 
CHARGE. US MISSION WAS NEXT POINT OF CONTACT AND THIS AFTERNOON 
HE PLANS TO INFORM UK MISSION AND ACTING ILO HEAD ABBAS AMMAR. 

US AND UK GIVEN PRIORITY PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THEY ARE GENEVA 
GROUP CO-CHAIRMEN AND AMBASSADOR WANTS TO ANNOUNCE GOF DECISION TO 
GENEVA GROUP. (MEETING TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEEK.) 

2. AMBASSADOR STATED GOF HAS MADE NO DECISION RE TIMING OF 
ELECTION, BUT CURRENT THINKING IS THAT PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY 
SHOULD NOT EXTEND TOO LONG, AND DEFINITELY NOT TO JUNE CONFERENCE. 
HOWEVER, HE INDICATED THAT GOF WAS NOT TOO CONCERNED ABOUT 
PRECISE TIME, BEFORE JUNE CONFERENCE, THAT ELECTION SHOULD TAKE 
PLACE AND DID NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY OF A NOVEMBER ELECTION. 
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3. AMBASSADOR REFERRED TO FRENCH SHARE OF TOP POSTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND SAID THAT MAHEU OF UNESCO WILL 
RETIRE AND IS SLATED TO BE REPLACED BY AFRICAN. BLANCHARD S 
ELECTION AT ILO WOULD RIGHT THE BALANCE FOR THE FRENCH.BASSIN 
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